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              KENCOT & BROADWELL 

AUGUST 2025 NEWSLE  TTER 

Village websites 
Kencot: www.kencot.info                    Broadwell: Broadwell.org.uk 

                                  
August Events 

 
EVENT CANCELLED 
 

The Kencot Big Lunch due to take place on Saturday 16th August has been 
CANCELLED 

 

*********************************** 
 

Monday 4th Broadwell Poppy Club next meeting. 3.00 pm at Lamb House, 
Broadwell.   
So far 572 poppies have been made. The target is 1000 poppies by October 
 

*********************************** 

WEDNESDAY 6th: 2pm. Knit and Natter. 
For further information contact:  Deirdre 07850 799 787  deirdre@creativecompass.net 

Please note change of day. 
 

*********************************** 
                                              Church Services for August 
                                                               Kencot       

Sunday 17th Holy Communion 9am 

Broadwell 

No services 
                                             *********************************** 

 

              

 

             COFFEE MORNINGS 

              Kencot Village Hall 

         Call in between 10.45 and midday. 

                         Thursday's 

                         28th August 

                      25th September 

C 

           All welcome. An opportunity to meet,  

    have a chat and get to know your neighbours.     

 

 

http://www.kencot.info/
about:blank
mailto:deirdre@creativecompass.net
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WESTERN FRONT WAY (WFW) CHALLENGE 2025  

You may be wondering how 4 relatively sensible 65-year-old school friends, none of whom 

profess to be cyclists decided it would be a good idea to cycle the 1000 plus kilometers of the 

Western Front Way (WFW) from the Swiss border to Nieuwpoort on the Belgian coast. The 

answer is quite simple, 5 pints of Flat Cap Bitter in the Tap House of Bank Top Brewery back up 

north in Horwich. Beer talk doesn’t normally lead to following through with mad ideas like this 

but this time unfortunately it did. The reason we decided on the WFW was that Col, one of my 

fellow drinkers (sorry cyclist) had just read Path of Peace, Walking the Western Front Way by 

Anthoney Seldon, a book I have since read and thoroughly recommend. Also, being a School 

Trustee, he had just been to a service in our old school chapel and had noticed the names of 

the 24 fallen old boys from World War 1 on the stained-glass windows. So, we all agreed that 

part of the challenge would be to visit the fallen old boys who are buried or commemorated 

along the WFW. After quite a bit of research we discovered that 17 of the 24 are remembered 

along the route. 

With the location of the fallen old boys known and the outline of a route mapped out we 

thought it would be a good idea to get on with on some fitness training, I organized the first 

“Boot Camp” in the Lake District to see how fit we all were; not very as it turned out. However, 

we did console ourselves that routes around Windermere and Coniston aren’t that flat, in fact 

there’s not much “flat” in the Lakes at all. No surprises there then!!!!  So, after lots of individual 

training and a couple more boot camps we declared ourselves relatively fit. I think it was during 

one of the “Boot Camps” we decided that we would raise money for charity, the Royal British 

Legion being an obvious choice, Children in Need was also on our list as was St Ann’s Hospice 

(SAH) in Manchester. They had recently cared for our dear school friend Christine in her last 

few weeks battling cancer. It was agreed we would run 2 funding pages, me direct and solely with the 

RBL and the lads up north would run a separate JustGiving page.  

With about 3 months before our start date we were still searching for a driver when Russ, one 

of the original drinkers and team member announced he had to have an operation on his foot 

to repair an old injury from his Manx GP days and wouldn’t be able to do the cycling but still 

wanted to be involved and really would like to drive the van and do the support stuff. Why 

didn’t I come up with that one? Too slow again Kev!!  

Eventually we set off for Dover on 2 June 25, full of the miss-placed exuberance of old age and 

our van even fuller. Incidentally the van was kindly lent to us by Dawson’s Van Hire, who some 

of you may recall lent me 2 vans to do the Ukraine deliveries a few years ago.  
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The Team Col, Me, Russ and Rob on our 

Calais bound ferry. 

 
No turning back now. 
After boarding a much earlier ferry than 

planned and making good time driving 

through the night we arrived in Bonfel on 

the Swiss border well ahead of schedule, so 

we decided to start cycling effectively a day 

early, which as we progressed along the 

route proved to be a good decision as it 

gave us some slack in our schedule, which 

was all used up by the end. 

From point Zero, the first few days cycling in the Alsace Region and especially in the Voges 

Mountains were particularly hard-going and I spent quite a few hours as I lugged my trim 98kgs 

uphill talking to the tarmac, conversely Rob at 63kgs was definitely the King of the mountains 

always there waiting at the top but guess who was King of the downhills.  

We visited so many places along the way, including the cemeteries and memorials to our old 

boys that I can’t possibly list them all, suffice to say they were all thought provoking. At times I 

found myself just wandering round cemeteries some grand with thousands of graves or small 

village cemeteries with twenty or so graves getting very emotional just reading the details on the 

headstones. The young ages of many of the fallen being most significant, what a waste. 

If any of you were planning to visit the Western Front Way some of the “not to be missed places” 

are Verdun, up in the hills outside the city are many memorials, ossuaries and cemeteries that 

are so impressive. Thiepval, Vimmy Ridge, Lochnagar Crater, Notre Dame de Lorette, 

Passchendaele, Tyne Cot and obviously a real must is Ypres including the Menin Gate Last Post 

Ceremony. 
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The Menin Gate; 

 preparing to lay our wreath with the Rivington and Blackrod School crest central. 

 

After 11 days and 1100kms of cycling we eventually arrived in Nieuwpoort aching and 

somewhat saddle sore but with a great feeling of satisfaction having completed the challenge in 

one piece. Our friendships reinforced during the ride we are now looking for our next challenge. 

I have floated the idea that as we are all 66 next year we could cycle along the famous Route 66 

in the USA. I need to stop drinking!!!!!  

Finally, I would just like to say a few words of appreciation to Granada Reports, BBC Radio 

Manchester who interviewed us live during the ride, numerous northern newspapers, our own 

Sean Pertwee and Will Greenwood rugby legend who helped to promote the challenge and 

raise the profile of the Royal British Legion and the Western Front Way. Also, thanks to all those 

who dipped into their digital pockets and donated, in total we raised over £7000 for our chosen 

charities.  

Kev Ball 
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FUTURE EVENTS 

 

MEMORY LANE SINGERS Singing for people with 

memory loss, their families, friends and carers in the 

Fairford and Lechlade areas at The Pavilion, Oak Street, Lechlade 

Gl7 AY3 Every first and third Friday of the month 11.00a.m. 

refreshments 11.30a.m. singing 

Contact Jay for more details or to book a lift on the Lion’s minibus: 

Jay 07715207814  01367 860869 jaymathews124@mac.co 

 
*********************************** 

 
 Pilates every Friday 9.30 to 10.30. Kencot Village Hall £8 per session.  
 
 For further information, Contact Jay 01367 860869 or 07715207814 
 

*********************************** 
  
                               
                                                          
.  
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January 2026 

Saturday 24th - Broadwell and Kencot Burns Night Supper and Ceilidh at Kencot 
Village Hall   
Live Music, dancing, 3 course traditional Burns Night Supper 
 

     ***************************** 
 
                      Deadline for the September newsletter is 23rd August 
 

 If you have any articles, stories, dates etc. for future newsletters please send to:  

                Gill Cox gill.e.cox@talk21.com or deliver to Ivy Nook, Kencot  

or 

Anne Taylor anne.c.taylor61@gmail.com or deliver Lamb House, Broadwell 


