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December Events

Thursday 12th Romantic Dreams versus Reality : A heart-warming concert featuring the multi-talented
Louise Woodgate.



Thursday 5th : 2pm. Knit and Natter. For further information contact: Deirdre 07850 799 787
deirdre@creativecompass.net
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Saturday 7™: Kencot Candlelight Community Christmas Concert St George’s Church,
Kencot. A lovely start to your Christmas with music and songs performed by local groups VoKaL
(Voices of Kencot and Lechlade) the Jaybirds, the Kencot Ukulele Band, the Kencot Vocal
Quartet, and most importantly you - the audience

Mulled wine and mince pies in the church.

Party in the Village Hall afterwards. Follow the Christmas lights.

Retiring collection.
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Saturday 18th January -
Burns Night super and ceilidh
at
Lechalde Memorial Hall.
Live music from the Lechlade Ceilidh Band.
Tickets £30. Further information from Jay 07715207814 01367 860869
jaymathews124@mac.com
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Church Services for December
Kencot

Sunday 1st: Evensong 6pm
Sunday 15th: Carol Service 4pm followed by mulled wine and nibbles

Christmas Day: Christmas Communion Service 10.30am
Broadwell

Sunday 22nd: Carol Service 1lam
Sunday 24th: Evensong 5.30pm
January
Kencot
Sunday 5th: Evensong 6pm
Sunday 19th: Holy Communion 9am
Broadwell
No Services
Further details of other services in the Benefice at https://svbb.org.uk/

COFFEE MORNINGS 'v
Call in between 10.45 and midday.
Kencot Village Hall
Thursday's
12th December
16th January
13th February
13th March
All welcome. An opportunity to meet, have a chat and get to know your neighbours

There will be no charge, but donations will be appreciated
2




Broadwell Telephone Box Library
If anyone has any fiction books to donate - including crime/murder, I'll be most grateful. Please

drop all donations off at Lamb House, opposite the pre-school. Anne
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Food Bank Collection The final food bank collection for this year will be from Saturday 30th
November till Sunday 8th December. The black box will be in Church Green (next to Kencot
Church) drive & any donations are much appreciated. Sue & Jayne

Thank you to Sue and Jayne for organising this again..

Urgently needed items
Tinned Meat

Shampoo & Conditioner
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste

Long Life Milk

Rice Pudding Tins

Tea Bags

Hot Chocolate

Biscuits
Thank you to everyone that helps make this a wonderful way to give at Christmas.
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KENCOT PAST
Oxfordshire Best Kept Village
Report from the Oxford Mail in 1976 Headline - Village Proud of its Record
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Everyone does their bit " Witney Gazette 1979

Once a year the small
est Oxfordshire

village of Kencot

makes local news.

It may be a slight
exaggeration, but there
are few headlines from
a village with just over
a population of 100, no
pub, one shop, not
even a parish council.

But, around this time
of year, Kencot invari-
ably gets its mention.
And it's done it again

this year with
praiseworthy mono-
tony, it has been

declared Oxfordshire’s
best kept village.

For the third time in
five years Kencot has
come top of the win-
ners’ class. There’s no

higher than that,
according to the
Oxfordshire Rural
Community = Council
which runs the annual
competition.

A casual stroll round
the village shows what
they mean. Hedges and
verges perfectly trim-
med, not a discarded
cigarette packet in
sight.

The words of the
judging committee sum
it up: ‘It is almost
impossible to find fault
with this beautifully
kept village. The ver-

Manor, who looks after
the churchyard and
mows the village greens
by the church.

And Mr David Chap-
man who tends to the
surroundings of the vil-
lage hall and some of
the grass verges . . . all
off his own bat, while
Mrs Mollie Foster
makes a grand job of
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ges, the green, the
churchyard and the
attractive gardens
immediately produce
an excellent impres-
sion.”’

So how do the good
villagers do it?

It seems everyone is
conscious of what the
place looks like, and
they don’t want to spoil
that record.

Mr Richard Fyson,
who runs a furniture
making business in the
village, says: ‘‘We have
a good corporate spirit.
Most of us are pretty
conscientious about the
look of the place.’’

Perfection

In fact, the casually
dropped sweet paper
from a passing motorist
or walker isn’t around
long before it is tidily
put into a bin. The tele-
phone kiosk doesn’t
have a single cigarette
end in it.

And if litter has a
hard time at Kencot, so
does the grass. Fron-
tages and verges are
trimmed to perfection.

But there are one or
two villagers who make
outstanding contribu-
tions.

Like Mr Jack White-
way, gardener at The

seeing to the flower dis-
plays around the war
memorial.
Parish meeting
chairman Mr John
- ‘Foreshew co-ordinates
the village effort, but
there’s nothing official
about it.
The village has, in
fact, now won the win-
‘ners’ class of the best-



kept village competi-
tion for the fourth time.
That is an envious
record in recent years,
but in 1977 Kencot had
a bit of a hiccup — it
didn’t win any of the
classes.

‘Like Topsy’

In 1978 it was roaring
back as top of the small

villages section, and
this year is king of the
villages again.

‘““The whole village
obviously receives lov-
ing care,’’ comment the
judges.

One resident, Mr Bill
Gasson, points out

that, ‘‘like Topsy,’’ the
enthusiasm to Kkeep

Kencot in trim and tidy
just grew.

"] remember some
years back when the
competition  started,
just a few local people
were eager. Now 1t
seems everybody does

- their bit. Let’s hope- it

stays like that,”’ said
Mr Gasson.

Between 1962 and 2001 Kencot was placed -

Small Village class winners five times and second on one occasion.
Winner Class five times , second on three occasions
Best New Entry winners and third

Tidiest War Memorial winners once second once

Best Kept Churchyard once

The judges verdict on Oxfordshire Best Kept Village

"Almost impossible to find fault with"

If the competition was running now | don't think Kencot would win!

MEMORY LANE SINGERS Singing for people withy memory loss; their fomilies;
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FUTURE EVENTS

friends ond cawery inthe Fairford and Lechlade aweas at The Pawvilion,
Oak Street, Lechlade Gl AY3 Every first and third Friday of the montiv
11.00av.mu. refreshumenty 11.30av.m. singing
Contact Jay for move detaily ov to-book av Uft onthe Liow's minibus:
Jay 07715207814 01367 860869 jaoymathewsl 24@mac.com
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Pilates every Wednesday 1.30 to 2.30 and Friday 9.30 to 10.30. Kencot Village Hall £6 per
session. For further information Contact Jay 01367 860869 or 07715207814



2025

April
Monday 21st: Kencot five Gardens and allotments open for National Garden Scheme

Sunday 27th: Broadwell Proudly Presents Katia Hougaard of Lower End, Broadwell
Talk on Plant Science - Practical Plant Biology for the Garden
3.00 pm at Broadwell Church.

May 2025

Saturday 31st: Broadwell Arts & Crafts Fayre : 11.00 am - 4.00 pm
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If you have any articles, stories, dates etc. for future newsletters please send to:
Gill Cox gill.e.cox@talk21.com or deliver to Ivy Nook, Kencot
Anne Taylor anne.c.taylor61@gmail.com or deliver Lamb House, Broadwell

Deadline for the February newsletter will be 23rd January 2025.
No newsletter in January newsletter.

Village websites Kencot: www.kencot.info
Broadwell: Broadwell.org.uk
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